SAMPLE BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENT #1
What’s in a Name?
A good name is more desirable than great riches; To be esteemed is better than silver or gold. Proverbs 22:1

You can establish a named endowment fund to honor your family name, pass on the gift of faith and leave a legacy.  

Generations from now, the leadership and staff at your parish – and the people they serve – will benefit from your foresight and generosity. 

You can create an endowment in your own name. Or you can memorialize a loved one or someone else who has strongly impacted your life for good, such as a priest, nun, teacher, a spouse, parent or a trusted friend.


Endowments can be established to benefit the parish in the Catholic Community Foundation now, during life, or you can arrange for an endowment to be established through your will at the time of death.  Some people do both. They establish an endowment now so they can watch it grow and enjoy the satisfaction of seeing their fund benefit others. They may add to it periodically and possibly encourage family members and friends to get involved. Then, through their wills, they make provisions for a final and often larger contribution.


One reason for establishing an endowment now is to have in place a means whereby friends and loved ones can tangibly express their thoughtfulness during bereavement. Being able to give to something permanent that represents your ongoing influence can mean a lot to them.


When you establish an endowment, you accomplish several things: You express confidence in the future of your parish; you create a lasting legacy; you encourage present and future leadership; and you make a difference!


Leaving a legacy of love may be one of the most important things you do for yourself, your family and for future generations. Please contact Schattakka Dennis for more information schattakka.dennis@archbalt.org, 410-547-5352, www.ccfmd.org 
SAMPLE BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENT #2
Wills, Willingness and Will Power


Have you ever heard anyone say, "I want to die without a will"? Nor have I. While some people may act like they don't need a will, I haven't heard anyone actually brag about it. That's because people seem to agree that having a will is a good idea.


Actually, when it comes right down to it, no one dies without a will. State government has seen to that. Lawmakers have "written" a general will that stipulates how our estates will be disbursed — if we fail to do this ourselves. The problem is, they do not know our individual priorities and commitments.


So a personalized will (or other transfer document such as a living trust) is of great value. Not only does it provide peace of mind; it prescribes who you want to handle your affairs and who will benefit from your estate.


We have discovered that many of our friends and supporters are quite willing to consider benefiting the parish by naming a parish endowment fund in the Catholic Community Foundation in their will. They believe in our mission and want to invest part of their estate in our future financial health. The willingness is there.


Knowing the value of having a will and being willing to include the Parish is commendable and appreciated. But good intentions alone will fail to bring the peace of mind a good will can produce. Nor do good intentions lock in a bequest to an organization you care about. What is needed is action. And what will help produce action is will power.


Will power can help you use the power and freedom you have as an individual to make your own choices regarding the disposition of your estate. Will power can also apply to your decisiveness and determination in getting a will in place.  


Let this little message be a boost to your will power and move you to action. Call your attorney and make an appointment. Please contact Schattakka Dennis for more information schattakka.dennis@archbalt.org, 410-547-5352, www.ccfmd.org 

 SAMPLE BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENT #3
Doodle a Will


You have $1 million in your estate, after debts and taxes. Now ask yourself this question: How do I want my hypothetical million dollars distributed at my death?

Pose the question to yourself when you’re eating alone or taking a relaxed coffee break. Pull out your pen and reach for your paper napkin. Start doodling. How much to family? How much to charity? Any bequests to friends? Doodle away.


You can wad it up and toss it away afterward, but the little exercise will get your juices flowing . . . and may help you get past any reticence you now have about doing an official will. It might also lead to a revision of a will you already have in place. Major decisions often start with a few marks on a paper napkin.


Doodling an informal will encourages you to think through family issues, such as parental responsibility, individual needs, lifestyle choices, potential use and personal initiative. Doodling leads to the who, the what, the why and the how of wealth disbursement.


You may not have a million dollars or maybe you have 20 times that amount. Whatever the size of your estate, some of the issues will be the same. For example, will you leave it all to family? Will you include a charitable bequest for your parish? And if you do choose to help your parish, will you establish an endowment fund or make an unrestricted gift to be used where needed most? Will you give a set amount, or a percentage of your estate?  Who will you appoint as your personal representative to handle the probating of your estate? And if you have minor children, who will be the guardian(s)? What about trusts and trustees and contingency trustees? 


Doodling opens up all sorts of interesting thoughts. And questions. In fact, your casual doodling may lead to discussions with your spouse or family members. It may prompt a meeting with your attorney or other estate-planning advisor. 


Making a will is a serious and important matter. It may be the most important document you ever sign. In fact, it is so daunting for some that it never gets done. Perhaps a little doodling is a good idea.


Please contact Schattakka Dennis for more information schattakka.dennis@archbalt.org, 410-547-5352, www.ccfmd.org 

SAMPLE BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENT #4
Those Golden Chickens


In the children's tale, "Jack and the Bean Stock," we read about a chicken that lays golden eggs. Every morning, a new offering of golden eggs. A perpetual supply of wealth. What a concept!


Well, right here at the Parish we have several of these special chickens . . . and we like to "crow" about them. We call our golden chickens "endowments." Every year they produce cash to help benefit our parish, ministries, and specific programs. They ultimately help us meet our financial needs.


Some of our endowments provide resources for general operations. Others provide income for special programs and projects. While you may have difficulty creating a chicken to lay golden eggs, you can establish or give to an existing endowment fund. And it can be done quite easily.


First, determine the purpose of your endowment. That is, what do you want it to accomplish? Is there a particular program you want to help underwrite? Or maybe you simply want to make sure the parish receives an annual boost. 


Some donors create an endowment to provide an annual gift at a level similar to what they give now. For example, a person who gives $1,250 annually to the parish can place $25,000 into an endowment fund that will likely provide the same amount every year in their name in perpetuity.


In addition to deciding the amount to use in launching your endowment, you should consider the type of asset you will give. While you can use cash, it may be better to fund the endowment with appreciated securities or real estate. Because the CCF, (who manages endowments for parishes) is a qualified charitable organization, we can sell appreciated assets without having to pay capital gains tax.


Endowments can also be created with estate gifts through a will or trust. Another possibility is life insurance. You can combine current and deferred giving by creating your endowment now and adding additional funds later with an estate gift.


Probably the most important step in creating a "golden egg" endowment is to call or email Schattakka Dennis for more information schattakka.dennis@archbalt.org, 410-547-5352, www.ccfmd.org 

SAMPLE BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENT #5 

The Donor Advised Fund
The Donor Advised Fund Advantage
A donor advised fund is simple, cost-effective, and easy. Donors receive immediate tax benefits, avoid time-consuming paperwork, and achieve flexibility in their charitable giving. 
Easy to Set Up
With an irrevocable contribution to the Catholic Community Foundation (CCF), you can establish a donor advised fund in minutes.  CCF works closely with you in transferring the assets into your fund. 
Tax Benefits
Donors receive immediate and maximum tax benefits, while enduring none of the administrative and financial burdens of forming a private foundation. 
Growth Potential
CCF invests your fund with the same goal as any charity or foundation investing its charitable funds – to increase the fund's value tax-free.
Flexible Giving
You focus on fulfilling your philanthropic goals and deciding which nonprofit organizations, such as your parish, you want to support.  Recommending a grant takes just a few minutes, and you can determine how you would like to be recognized for each grant you recommend -- including the option to remain anonymous.
Longevity
A donor advised fund allows you to build a legacy of philanthropy. Responsibility for the fund can be shared by your family and passed on to your heirs.
Donor Story: Building a Philanthropic Legacy
Situation
Mike and Sharon Jones are in their late 70's.  They have worked hard all of their lives and have enough savings to comfortably see them through retirement.  They're currently very involved in their parish among several other charitable organizations and want to ensure the successful future of these organizations by donating money over a long period of time.  They are looking to establish a giving plan that allows them to donate money to the program now and will continue to benefit their parish for many years. 

Solution
Mike and Sharon are able to use some of their mutual fund assets to contribute to a donor-advised fund. With a simple rollover, the couple will establish a charitable giving plan that will enable them to name successors to the account to ensure that their wishes continue well into the future.  They can also name their children as successors, helping to increase their family's interest in philanthropy and establishing a tradition of giving. 
Please contact Schattakka Dennis for more information schattakka.dennis@archbalt.org, 410-547-5352, www.ccfmd.org 

